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The Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency’s (CSSA) vision is that the Catholic Church in England and Wales is a safe place for all. We work towards that vision by independently inspecting church bodies and by making public what we find.

“No decision about me, without me.” 

As a Board, we are committed in all that we do to embedding the voices and experiences of victims and survivors; that is, those who have experienced harm in connection with the Catholic Church in England and Wales. 

Survivors can:

· Provide insight to the Board about how we can better fulfil our mission
· Input to the work of inspection as experts by experience to help us do this better
· Help us better communicate about good practice and areas of improvement in safeguarding.
We recognise that victims and survivors have often not been heard in the work of safeguarding in the church. This makes our commitment to involvement even more important so we can learn from the past, understand the present and improve the future of safeguarding in the church. We are working with our Survivor Panel to develop increasingly meaningful involvement. At present, we are focusing on involvement in governance, involvement in the inspection function and involvement in communication. 

We see involvement as a two-way street. We want victims and survivors to feel able to advocate and we will proactively invite contributions. We aim to:

· Ensure that the CSSA listens to and is informed by what victims and survivors tell us
· Increase opportunities for victims and survivors to share their experiences as part of our inspections 
· Increase the diversity and breadth of victim and survivor input to our work, including through joint work, engagement, consultation and sharing information
· Strive to see and hear those who are most at risk or marginalised. 
We consider that it is right that victims and survivors, who have been and continue to be most impacted by how well the church implements safeguarding, are at the heart of our work to strengthen it. Involvement of victims and survivors shows our commitment to contributing to genuine change in the practice and culture of safeguarding in the church, and our willingness to be supported and challenged to do this in the best way we can.
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